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WEDDING PLANNING:
Budget essential
if married life is

to start off happily

BY WEMDY MCLELLAN
NI RO TR

Mow that the Valentine's Day
u:-l:lll-rm.m has pissed and the dia-
nﬁL is firmby plarted o the
hrh.il.' 5 IIHHLI coliples sturt
1|'L1nlun about a wedding the wIIJ
r for the rest of thedr 1§
"r'ﬁ"llli a typical W'LI'Jtl]nF in f_",.u.na,
dla now costing $20,000 to $30,000,
thir hig event ot ondy takes months
10 organdze i can oo e nisw-
hwets hitched to a pile of debr.

Wa wiedding can be o oo
surming that couples forget aboat

the rest of their goals, says Grant
Gamble, a certifted financial plan-
ner at the south Surrey branch of
Coast Capital Savings credit undon.

“1 really try w get peaple o it
thirygs in perspective,” Gamble said.
“I try to get them to think aboun
theeir fifiice !1:-'_|qul|14:r s @ blank can-
vits and to talk about all of thedr 1ie,
nut just the wedding,

"Itz easy 1o blow an entine badged
on a wedding and then get trapped
so there l=n't enough moeney to dao
the other things you'd like to do.”

Gamble helps his clients identify
their goals 1o help them consider
how much to z-;lscnd on their wed-
ding while still pursuing other
deeams, such as tmvel barying a first
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hame or starting a famiby.

He suggests couples save mon
in o separate acocount for thedr 'A'ﬂ?l
dimg, which makes Iy easber to bad-
Ber for de event, s well 35 00 mon-
itor the expenses

For people who chooge o go it
b o pay for their wedding, Gam-
ble recommends they co thiedr
cash flow first, then how quickly
they want to repay the debt and
henw it will affect their other goals.

“A perfect wedding is important,
e i mot everything,” he said,

A budget is the first thing Lori
Fraser talks about with the newly
engaged couples who hire her 1o
plan thedr wedding,

“Awedding can cost 520,000,
000,000, or anything in benween,
and you've got to start with a bad-
ge1,” sasd Fraser, who owns Lo L
Fraser Signatwre Events, based in
the Fraser Valley. A rough calcula-
tion is to estimate the per-person
price of the feod and alcoho] —
oconsider fowr drinks PHET PETEON A5
the general nibe — madtiply by the
number of guests, then double it

Fraser creabes a Im of and
how much can be apent on each
{per, foom invitations to gifts for the
groomsmen. If a couple decides to
spend more on some jitems, she
looks for savings in other areas,

“A couple may want an elaborate
wedding and they have $10,000, b
that's not a lot of money. It goes real-
by qquiicldy, amsd thee costs cam spérad owl
of contred,” she said. "You can spend
45,000 on photography and, before
you know g, theee's nothing befy."

When Surrey residents Lisa Bal-
sor and Matthaw Lewis decided to
have a June wedding, they were
thinking about the party — not how
much it would cost.

“We wanted a nice wedding, and
iy parents wanded to invite all thedr
friends.” sald Balsor, 26. “Yie knew we
wanted & hotel receplion, and there
worlld be about 200 guests, but we
didn't know how much it would cost

“Bverything just adds up — alrmost

ing; surprised me.”

Balsor's parents are helping with
thix costs, and rhe cuup]l: sef up a
savings account for the wedding.
They also decided 1o hire profes-
sianal hﬂ:l];l— Lori Fraser — since
thiey both have full-time caresrs.

=W didn't know wheere (o start —
we've never done this before, olwi-
ously,” Balsor said. “Loi hedped us
I'im.irﬂ il what's impnnam b s,
where to pay more and where to o
CiEa,
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Nothing romantic about bills

Bﬂﬂr—h-hl Lisa Batsor tries on i'!'lddh'l-g dress. Jon MUERAY




‘Fewer officially saying ‘I do’

CENSUS SHOCK:

BY KATE WERS
FEART ELETEE

Murriage isnt dead, but it Is ger-
teg & man for s meoey from com-
mon-law unions, which are
sharply on the risé, according to
2006 census data released vester-
iy

The cenes Slymved tar benween
2001 and 2008, the number of
opangmnn -l frmdlios in B0 s
by 18.1 per cent — more than
three times faster than the num-
beer of marded couples,

The stals reflect shifts in values
that have been gaining momen-
tum in Canoda since the 1970s,
secording to University of B.C,
soctelogist Nathanae] Lauster.

Lauwster, who studics family
demography. beliewves that while
more couples are forgoeing nup-
tlals because l|!|.|.=:|' s¢¢ Lhemn as
unmecessary, others ane upplng the
e in berrns of thedr expedations
when they fAnally say =1 do”

“What many experis ame finding
is that marriage is increasingly
seen as something desirable . . .
but the requirements of actually
having a good marriage are
increnstngly difficalt to obtain, so
... some people have upwardly
defined what is needed to have a
good marriage,” Lauster said.

“If people are wpwardly defining
a goodl marriage, fever people can
actunlly achleve that, and o they
postpone getting married wntil
they think they can®

Another emerging trend revealed
irn thve 2006 data is an explosion of
SAIME-5ex marriages — muwinbers
that had never before been record-
ed, since same-sex unfons were
mvak legabized i Canida unil 2005,

In 2006, there worne 7,000 sama-
s couple in B.C, sccounting for
0.7 pier cent of all couples in the
province. O those same-sex cou-
ples, LA00 were married.

Common-law unions outpacing marriages

“If people are upwardly defining what is needed to
have a good marriage, fewer people can actually
achieve that, and so they postpone getting married

until they think they can.”

— Nothanae! Louster, UBC saciology prod

Fully 56 per cent of Canadian
same-sex opuples lve In omne of the
mapor censis metropolitan cen-
tres of Montreal, Toronto, and Van-
enuver, with Montreal and Vani-

——

couver baasting the highest pro-
portions. About one Jer cent of
couples in those cities identificd
themselves 15 Same-se

*[Those cities! tend 10 offer masch

B Jen Riley and flance
Mike Dalziel pose for a
pre-wedding photo at
Brock House on English
Bay In Vancouver
yasterday evening.
The 2006 cenzus finds
that Mike and Jen are
part of a decreasing
rumber of couples wha
are trying the knot
across Canada. The
number of ‘officlally
marrieds’ |5 being
owertaken by ‘common
law marriods’ with
same-sex couples fast
bacoming a factor,

RILE PROCAVLD
— THE FRCAIRCT

e aoeepling communddes, and
they also tend o offer much I.'u'ga
of communities, 5o couples hove
achance o congregate,” Lausier
cxaplained.

The censies alea found that home
owmership in B.C has incresed,
mecasured ot 69,7 per cent among
farailies i 2006, up froan 66,3 pér
cent in 2001,

Qm the ip side, rentels ameng
families went down from 33.4 (o
30,1 por cent between 2001 and
21X, LipehfA#prp canevsdoom



ISPECIAL DAY/ Already a busy day for weddings, this
Saturday has business boonting

Couples hope numbers
add up to wedding bliss

race h @m
on this g
weekend as local couples

rush the altar in the hope
of finding a little extra luck
in bove.

Snaturday is July 7,

2007, a date that attracted
the fancy of hundreds of
spouses-to-be in the Lower
Mainland,.

The lure of 07-07-07
had couples booking up to
twn years in advance, same
hoping the date would
bring therm luck, others
simply wanting a unique
annivie

For bocal couple Marco
Dela Cruz and Sheryl
Eeyes, it was all about the
numbers,

“It's such a cool date,
and 7-7-7 will probably
never happen ngain,” said
Dela Cree."And 1'll only
have to remember one
number!”

Dela Cruz knew they
definitely had to plan ahead
to wed on the day they
wanted, booking their cere-
momy and receplion venues
mane than a year ago.

“Sheryl had trouble find-
ing a makeup artist too," he
added. "She has to get her
makeup done ot seven in
the moming.”

All this translates into
ane very busy day for those
in the wedding industry,

“The date has a special
rFing to it,” =aid Cristull
Caverhill, 2 local wedding
planner with TLC Wedding
Managers. “Tuly and Augusi
are also already the big-
gest momnths of the year,
and (the seventh) fell on a
Saturday.”

For wedding commis-
sioner William Wallace,
Saturday will be his busiest
day af the yvear. With seven
couplkes to wed = yes, lucky

seven — he will be on the
road from 9 am. @l 7 pan.

she said. “If there were six
of me [ could've done six

Wallace, a five-year weddings, at least!™
veteran af the local wed- However, not all those
ding circuit, said a normal working in weddings felt
Saturday in July consists of  the pressure of the triple
three or four ceremonies, at  sevens,
most. Bui this is no average "There was a lod of
Saturday. talk within the i

“1 must've had 35 or 40 abowt it, bt T think a lod
calls,” he said. “It's very of {couples) didn't even
unusual ” think about the date,”

Unusual, indeed, echoed  said Surrey photographer
Lower Mainland wedding Darren Langis of Langis
planner Lor Fraser. Photography.

Fraser, owner and opera: =After all, it's a Saturday
tor of im July."

Lori L, LORI FRASER/ He said the
Fraser ! impaortance
Slgnature T took hundreds and DT
Evens, huridreds of calls. I had pasedly hacky
said three peaple bidding for  day has been
she way that dite™ Blown way ol
booked of proportion,
over a with some
year in advance for the companies even charging
lucky day, when mamy a premium on their usual
couples don't usually book  prices,

fill only months before the “For some reason, we
kg day. never heard all this about

“I took hundreds and Jume 6, 2006," he joked
hundreds of calls," she said. Ron Star, manager of

*I had three people bidding
for that date™

She added people are
still calling, desperate o
find someone to accommi-
date them.

“Their first question
i3, 'Can vou recomumend
someone else?™ she said,

Susan Gill, a hair and
makeup artist based out of
Surrey, said she believes
most couples ane buying
into the belief that the date
is lucky.

“Some of them are even
taking it one step further
and getting married at 7
am, or T pm.,” she added.

She too had no shortage
of phone calls from desper-
ate brides.

“They still call and
say, ‘Oh my gosh, 1 never
cxpected it to be thas busy,™

events al Eaglequest Coyote
Creck said their venue was
booked about a year ago,
but that's not unusual

“People always like
funmy dates,” he explained.
"We've had the same kind
of requests for Christmas
[hay and Mew Year's.™

Alter this weekend,
many in the industry
will be feeling some
relicf. Howewver, wams
Commissioner Wallace,
there are more lucky dates
to come. “Auwg 8 2008 is
alrendy peiting inqu.'irin-,"
he =aid.

“T'ry sure i will be just as
popular,” agreed Praser.

Her advice to couples
Incking to secure a lucky
wedding date?

“Book in advance. Way
in advance ™
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